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When is a project no longer a prolect but

recognized as a large-scale collaborative effort
expected t0 continue for years to come? That is

the question we asked ourselves a few months

back. After discussrons among the staff and

the lmplementation Commrttee. we have

become the San Francrsco Estuary Partnershrp,

t0 better reflect the real nature of our work.

We are pleased to unveil our new name, logo,

and newsletter look, and t0 recommit ourselves

t0 protecting, restoring, and enhancing the

resources of our beloved Estuarv

ESTUARY
PARTNERSHIP

One of our new collaborations is with River

of Words (www.riverofwords org). in which we
sponsored a K-12 environmental art and poetry

contest. View the results at www.sfestuary.

org, and watch for the poems and art In thrs

and future issues of ESTUARY NEWS, and

at our 2009 State 0f the Estuary conference

September 29-October 1 And speaking of

art, we are sponsoring an0ther contest, open

to all ages, winners to be drsplayed at the

conference Read about it on page 3, and help

spread the word

-Judy 
Kelly

L00N: 2009 Creek Seeker Prize

Sarah Thomas, age 14, Richmond, CA

lsland Studio {El Cerrito} Teacher: Sandi Potter

ilo.3 | lune 2009

ependrng on whom you ask, the rerncarnatton of 1,433 acres of South Bay crystallrzer ponds along

the shores of Redwood Crty as a resrdentral/recreational development with a wetland restoratlon

component is etther a spectacular example of new urbanrst rnfrll or poorly{rmed Bay fill-and one

of the largest Bay fills proposed rn years The proposal-known as the "Redwood City Saltworks"-
by Cargtll Salt and DMB Assocrates to burld housrng, along wrth soccer, baseball, football fields. and some

restored wetlands, has spawned two local ballot measures (both of whrch farled), and a raging debate over
thebestuseof thesesaltcrystallrzerpondsstrll ownedandusedbyCargrll Thepropertywasnotrncludedrn
the publrc acqursrtron of the South Bay Salt Ponds rn 2003

Histortcally, the crystalhzer ponds-now used to dry out Bay salt-were Bay wetlands. Aenal photos

taken in 1943 show that much of the area "was fully trdal, wrth great sloughs and dendntic channels." ac-

cordrng to Crtrzens' Commrttee to Complete the Refuge s

Arthur Fernstern Even rn more recent aerral photos, says

the Bay Conservatron and Development Commision's

{BCDC) WrllTravrs, "on some of the ponds you can strll

see the old slouohs "

SAN FRANCISCO

l]tHll 0R BAY Hllfl

"We could actually let

wetland creep occur here rf

We COUId SaVe thts Site and Somequestionthewrsdomnotonlyof fillrngformer
wetlands, but also tn putttng houstng and other hard

festofe it." structures along the edge of the Bay as sea level rises,

especrally srnce so much of the Bays edge is already
"hardened " Wetlands act as buffers, helprng attenuate

htgher waters and storm events. but they need r00m t0 mrgrate landward "We could actually let wetland
creep occur here rf we could save thrs site and restore tt," says Fernstern

DMB, Cargtll's Arizona-based partner rn the development, whose slogan is "a passion for great places,"

says wetlands wtll be part of the prolect-but backed on therr landward srde by a serres of grant levees Says

DMB's John Bruno, "We recognrze that sea level rrse conditions need to be addressed What we're proposing

rs a new publtc and prrvate partnershrp where we will be creatrng levees at our expense that not only protect

the site but also all the low-lyrng areas around rt We will have a highly structured serres of levees that ad-
i-^^- ^^^ t^.,^t -.^^ "UI CJJ Jtrd IUVUI I IJE.

But the issues of hrstoncal wetlands, sea level nse, and wetland creep seem to have taken a back seat
to a debate on whetherthe srte rs sustarnable, new urbanrst "rnfill" development, or simply bad plannrng

Bruno inststs that the project is rn fact rnfrll "We're creatrng a new penrnsula communrty where people can

live close to work-withrn a frve-mrle radrus of some of the largest employers rn all of Californra We have

spoken to those employers' housrng for executrves that's close and affordable is therr number one rssue You

have an economic dynamrc taktng place can you contrnue t0 sustain economrc groMh for companies rn San

Mateo County rf you don't have housrng? How do you provide effrcrent modes of transportallon by whrch
people can get to and from work? You do it by creatrng new communrtres and opportunttres " Bruno says the
development wtll encourage new shuttle systems rn Fedwood Crty that wrll stop at CalTraln. "We belreve

we can be the catalyst for new transrt; there's a proposed new ferry termrnal. lots of ways t0 create new
transrt lrnkaqes "

ww|lf.sfGslIary.0rg

conttnued on page 6
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Responds Feinstern. ,,This 
rs not rnfrll.

there's no city there thrs rs a whole brand new
development lts rsolated because of Hrghwaf
101. and 101 rsolates rt from CalTrarn_ihe
tdea that thrs rs the perfect transrt hub can
qurckly be seen as wrong 

,.

In 2008, Save the Bay sponsored Measure
W, whrch would have altered the Redwood
Crty charter t0 allow voters, lnstead 0t crty
councrl members, to decrde the fate of
development on land zoned open space The
crystalhzers are currently zoned as 

,,trdal

plain" for "mineral use, salt makrng, and other
open space," accordrng to Save the Bays
Davrd Lewis But opponents worrred that the

measure would force homeowners to ask the crty
to approve every home improvement prolect. and
the measure farled Bedwood City countered Save
the Bays measure wrth tts own Measure V whrch

would have changed the chaner so that only dect_
srons related to the Cargill salt works site required
a vote. Measure V failed as werr

Ultimately, the decisron on whether to approve
the project-for now, still a conceptual desrgn_
will come down in part to BCDC {aithough Ca'rgrll
0tsagrees that BCDC has lunsdrctron over the
crystalhzers, it has agreed to abrde by BCDCs
rules), and regulators Ike the U S Army Corps of

li9ll::, and rhe S I Bay Resionat wuturrir.r,rtl
Uontrol Board. In March, DMB brrefed BCDC
c0mmrsstoners on rts 

,,b0/50 
balanced approach,,

c0nceptual plan ("50% for wetlands restoratr0n.
recreatton, and open space uses and 50% for a
mrx of housrng and communtty uses,,), whrch it
stresses has had rnput from over 10,000 crtizens,
the destgn talents of peter Calthorpe and other
experts, and the endorsement of the Redwood
City San,Mateo County Chamber of Commerce,
the San Mateo County Economrc Development
Assocratron, the San Mateo County Associatron
oI Bealtors, the Bay planning CoaLtion, and the
Penrnsula Coalitron

Says BCDC s Wrll Travrs, 
,,Both 

positrons have Igreat ment How it plays 0ut/how we decrde to i
respond and handle thrs as a society wtll be verv i
interestrng This is probably the ultrmate tesf case \
0t what we should do about climate change and
sea level rise "

But sea level nse is not the only worry The site
rs near Barr lsland and Greco lsland, both full of
clapper rarls and other wildlife. Arttsts, conceptual
renderings of the prolect on DMBs web stte show

bicyclsts pedaling just a few feet from the Bay
and kayakers paddlrng through placid wetlands_
posstbty next to endangered ratls and other sensi-
tlve spectes "A critrcal potnt,,,says Fernstetn, ,,ts

that thrs project rs wrthrn the [authorized] n.rrO.ry
of the Don Edwards Natronal Wrldlife neiugs;-- '

Says Lewis, "There rs n0 questron about what
should be done out there wrth sea level rise and
floodrng rssues. the area should be t rpt una*rl
oped, restored to trdal marsh.', He points out that
the same type of crystallizer ponds in Napa have
been successfuliy restored. And Fetnstern adds
that restorrng crystallizer ponds is hardly rocket
scrence, citrng LaRrvere Marsh rn the South Bay as
an example "ltwas a crystallizer In 10years after
d,rgging a ditch wtthout any sctence rts now full of
crapper rarls and shorebrrds ',

As ESTUAfiy NEWS went to press, no formal
development application had yet been filed by
Cargrll/DMB But. says Lewrs, 

,,Maps 
show

20,000-30,000 people Thats a 50% growth in the

size of Bedwood Crty,' Dtd DMB/Cargrll consrder
any alternattve sttes for this develooment?

Says Bruno, 
.,Back 

rn 2003 this property alono
wrth an additronal 16.000 acres was oifered up 

"
for sale to the U S. government for restoratron
The government had a flxed amount of monef to
spend, thrs parcel rn Redwood Crty was taken out
of the large transaction that is the salt pond res_
toratlon prolect So Cargill is asking nowwhether
productton of industnal salts is the hrghest and
best use of the property Tfre atternatr"ve [to noi
developrng the srtel rs that Cargrll contrnues to
make salt there, with nr
money for resto-rat,t-l!qry&cQ!Mtb1! 

no

.Unless 
money rs found for pubLc acqursrtron _

an0 tFfgtll would have to decrde to drscard lts \

Ffwogd Crty Saltworks plans and become a wrll_
rflg seiler-the S F. Bay Regional Water Oualitv

, Conlrol B:q1d may have rhe tast *ilil*t en ,i' I

7 determrnes whether or ry!!gj1:!!!r* p*i, ;

ii 1rIF",EI. ,r.Le-uno u,r p,oiu.t *t, I 
.

/ t-utes BavJrtt. "fnat s-ltre $Oq!OO-quffin:,," 
i

says the Water Board s Bruce Wolfe ,.When 
i

it came up as part of the South Sa1l Saft ponO , *
Prolect rn 2000-2001, tt was never conclustvely
defrned by the federal agencles tn 0ur vtew,i, there's defrnrtely a proposed ;urisdrctronal

\ rmpact, yet a determrnatron on how much has'\yet t0 be made .,

'. C0NlACl jbr uno@dmbrne,tom, arth urfeinster n
@earthlii-k'netdiewrs@iavesf bay 0rg, travrs@
bcdc ca.gov, bwolfe@waterooards ca qov LOV

^ As part qf a new partnership between
Save the Bay and San Jose, the state,s third_
largest city eould become a role model for
oth_er cities attempting to tackle the quatity of
theirrunoff into the Bay. The first to sign on to
Save the^Bay "Cities Keep it Clean,,prgru,
last fall, San Jose has pledged_through a
crty council resolution_to implement several
voluntary measures designed to imorove
water quality, including banning plastic bags
or charging a fee for them, holding 2ero_wa'ste
community events, working with hospitals
and pharmacies to keep pharmaceuticals out
0f wastewater, and expanding its use of Inte_
grated Pest Management, among others.

The city recently installed 34 barn owl
boxes in city p'arks and eight bat boxes in
community ga.rdens.,,We're monitoring and'in-
specting the boxes a few times pe.;eil ;;;
San Jose's Matt Weber. 

,,We,ll 
give it at least

' 
:tlrreje 

yeqrs .and relocate them iflheyre nor 
-

. working in'those- sites-,, Just a, irpo.tuntif
. says Weber is the fact that the effbrt nrsbeen

.lrigtrly popular with residents. "We,ve gotten a
. . loti:fpositive_feedback. and it,s certai;ly;;;;

fielpful in educating the public about pesticiJes

."^*:i:"y::lg1?[t3.L{qte,ryeterrureff.::,..
uwts and bats arent the only alternative oest
controllers being used: sheep.nO goat ;ili'
qunqh"pr.r about 800 acres of weedy city land
this year:, Grazing helped the city avoid using

?!.oy\77 
pounds of herbicide in 2008. says

Web-er" aq! leduced emissions from gas-'
powered rnowers.

All eyes will be on San Jose, says Save
the Bay's Jessica Castelli..,,Becausethejr' porylation is so.large, any actrons they take to
reduce polluted runoff are going to have a huge
imp,act 0n protecting the Bay. By working witli
them, we're opening the d00r for other iities
to notice andsay Hey, San Jose is doing it we
probably should too.,,,

. C0NTACI jcastelli@savesfbay.org; Mat-

. thew.Weber@sanioseca.gov LOV

"How rt plays out/how we decide to respond and handre this as a s'ciety wirl
be very interesting. This is probabry the urtimate test case of what we sh'urd
do about climate change and sea level rrse.,,_will Travis, BCDC
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